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AN ANALYSIS OF WOMEN IN JACOB’ S SHORT STORIES

Presented in partial fulfillment for the requirements of the
Master of Education degree in Thai
Thaksin University
May 1998




In the analysis of Jacob's 15 short stories, the researcher studied and
analyzed the characteristics and roles of women or female characters. The
results were as follows:

The characteristics of female characters were divided into two
categories: concrete and abstract. The concrete characteristics were revealed
in the possession of beautiful faces and proportionate figure, polite manners,
and good and reasonable speaking ability.  The abstract characteristics that
the female characters had were; intelligence and cleverness, general female
feelings such as love, greed, anger, delight and sadness, ethical and moral
values used in leading one’s life, gratefulness towards people who showed
kindness, sacrifice, and religious faith.

The roles of women were analyzed in the following aspects: economic
being, family member, and social participant. The economic role included
professions in which Jacob presented women as workers outside of home
even though this role was not portrayed very often. Women did not suffer
from living because they had good economic status. Their roles in the family
were reflected in these aspects: as female children who respected and
listened to their parents, as traditional wives who acted as housewives, served
their husbands, and raised their children, as modern wives who had their own
minds, dared o think and act out, and as mothers who gave love and raised
their children. Their social roles were portrayed as : women born and bred in
goad and affluent familles and as participants who could participate in social

activities rather freely.
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