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The purpose of this research were to study the relationship
between cognitive styles and critical thinking ability of Prathomsuksa
VI students and to discover the beta— weight of the cognitive styles
that facilitated critical thinking ability. The research sample subjects
were 874 Prathomsuksa VI students who were studying in the first
semester of the academic year 1999 in schools wunder the Nakhon
Si  Thammarat Provincial Primary Education Office. The sample subjects
were selected through the wuse of the multi-stage random sampling
technique. The data collection instruments were two sets of tests. The
first set tested three cognitive styles : Analytical, Categorical, and
Relational. The second set tested critical thinking ability. The basic
statistics and  multiple  regression  analysis = were utilized in the
analysis of the data.

The research results revealed that the three types of cognitive
styles had a significant relationship at the .01 level with the critical
thinking  ability test score. As related to the beta — weight, the
Analytical Style and the Categorical Style facilitated critical thinking
ability  significantly at the .05 and .01 levels respectively. The

Relational Style did not significantly facilitate critical thinking ability.
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