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This research studied and compared the hierarchy and levels of students’
needs concerning good characteristics of the teachers in private vocational
schools in Songkhla. The study also presented suggestions for the improvement
of ihese characterisiics.

The research sample subjects were 377 students who were studying at
the Lower and Upper Vocational Certificate Levels in vocational private schools
in the year 1997. The data collection instrument was a 45-item rating-scale
questionnaire with an open-ended section for suggestions. The statistics utilized
in the analysis of the data were percentage, mean, standard deviation, and
alpha co-efficiency. A f-test was used to test the hypotheses.

The research results revealed that:

1. The levels of students’ needs concerning good characteristics of the
vocational school teachers as a whole and for individual components were high.

2. The hierarchy of the students' needs concerning good characteristics
of the vocational school teachers followed this order:  ethies, morality,
personality, academic, human relationship, and teaching.

3. The studenfs who were studying at different levels showed no
significant differences as a whole and for individual components, in their needs
concerning good characteristics of the vocational school teachers.

These were suggestions for the improvement or enhancement of teachers’
characteristics so that these teachers can adapt themselves to match the
students’ needs. Teachers have to be academic minded and know their
subjects; they should make lesson plans prior to their teaching and adapt and
update their lessons to be in concordance with the current situations. Teachers
should have good personality and should be able to create good relationship
with students. Finally, teachers should carry themselves well and behave as

role-models in the ethical and moral aspects of life.
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