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This research studied the level of ethical behavior of students in secondary schools
under the Department of General Education in Nakhornsrithammarat and compared the
behavior according to the variables of sex and educational level. Suggestions regarding
appropriate methods that should be used to instill ethical behavior in students were elicited
and presented.

The research sample subjects were 382 secondary school students. The data
collection instrument was a 46-item rating-scale questionnaire with open-ended questions.
The statistics employed in the analysis of the data were percentage, mean, and standard
deviation. A t-test was used to test the hypotheses.

The results indicated the following:

1. The levels of ethical behavior of the students in secondary schools in
Nakhornsrithammarat as whole and in the individual components were moderate.

2. There were no significant differences between the male and female students in
their ethical behavior as a whole and in the individual components except in the component
of honesty in which there was a difference at the .01 level. Examining the mean, it was
found that female students displayed higher ethical behavior than the male students did.

3. There were no significant differences between the students studying in different
educational levels regarding their ethical behavior either as a whole or in the individual
components except in the components of discipline and honesty, in which there was a
significant difference at the .05 level. Judging from the mean, the students in the upper-
secondary school level showed higher ethical behavior than students in the lower-
secondary school level.

Suggestions regarding the appropriate methods that should be used to instill ethical
behavior are as follows. Schools should have strict rules and regulations. The teaching of
ethical values should be included in every subject. However, there should be a reasonable
flexibility in practice. Teachers should behave as good role models. Students should be
assigned work and then evaluated accordingly. Students who exhibit good ethical
behavior should be praised or rewarded. Finally, there should be certain forms of didactic

activities in front of the national flag and camp-type activities that convey ethical values.
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