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This research was aimed at studying Muslim Thais’ awareness of news through
newspaper reading and was conducted in Amphoe Saiburi, Changwat Pattani. The study was
focused on conditions of news awareness, needs for awareness and the effects resulting from this
awareness. Data were collected by using interviews and observations and the results were
presented using descriptive analysis technique.

Conditions of news awareness from newspaper reading consisted of places for
newspaper reading in the villages, in newspaper-reading buildings; time spent for the reading did
not exceed 30 minutes (between 12.00-1.00 p.m.); the purpose of reading was to keep abreast of
the current affairs; ‘Thai Rath’ was the villagers’ most favorite newspaper because of its being
abreast of consistently accurate news; villagers read one newspaper a day at the places provided
; they scanned headlines and read some pieces of the news in detail in which they sometimes
believed and sometimes did not; news items would later became the topics of conversations;
villagers liked reading newspapers written in Thai.

As for the needs for the awareness of the news, it could be categorized into 3 groups:
Firstly, needs for certain types of news contents such as accidents, education, and those in other
categories - religious news, for example. These kinds of news received a high level of interest
while domestic and foreign politics, economic news, sports, local social news, crimes, and
agriculture achieved medium level of interest. Secondly, needs for non-news contents such as
editorials, articles and critiques were at medium level. Lastly, needs for advertisements such as
cars, clothes, food and drink and other products were at medium level while the property section
received the least attention.

Concerning the effects of awareness of news, these could be classified into two
categories: good effects upon individuals and the societies in terms of thought and information
which increased villagers’ knowledge and their occupational skills and bad effects upon
individuals and the societies in terms of news distortion, and upon news reporting systems such as

news that caused disunity.
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