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This research aimed to study the types of content of research materials about southern
Thai culture at the Library Bureau, Thaksin University, and at the Bureau of Academic
Services, Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani Campus.  The researcher collected data
by data search from card catalogs and the OPAC data base, which provided a bibliography
for data search on locations of books, research reports, periodicals, and other publications
made available by the said organizations, based on the classification of contents of
research materials on southern Thai culture by the National Cultural Commission into five
categories: art, humanities, craftsmanship, sports and recreation, and home economics.
       The findings of the research follow herewith.  Most of the research contents about
southern Thai culture offered by the Library Bureau of Thaksin University dealt with
literary art as studies of local literature of the past.  Regarding socio-cultural conditions,
various Thai dialects were compared with the Bangkok dialect in terms of sound,
grammar, and meaning.  Research materials related to music involving narrative songs,
boat songs, and folk songs consisted of studies of worldview and culture found in the
musical forms.  In the humanities, the research contents found were about customs and
traditions, culture, government, archeology, and belief, with studies about customs,
traditions, and culture prevailing.  These showed the procedure, methodology, and
treatment for the handling of such topics to those interested in pursuing the subjects.  On
craftsmanship, although only nine research topics were found and mostly about handicraft,
these dealt with the process of production, service, and impact on the quality of life of
handicraft business entrepreneurs.  The information should provide individuals or
communities interested in producing handicraft for marketing with basic data for decision
making regarding self or community development toward creating products out of existing
raw materials with quality and standard assurance.  The research contents on sports and
recreation related to local folk entertainment involving its compositions, conventions, and
socio-cultural conditions.  The contents also dealt with southern Thai culture.  Of the last
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category as specified by the National Cultural Commission, home economics, 11 research
topics were found, mostly about traditional medicine.
       Further, the researcher made a study of research materials on southern Thai culture
available at the Bureau of Academic Services, Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani
Campus, so as to apprise those interested of the types and contents of these materials and
facilitate data search.  Such information would also benefit teachers, academics, and
graduate students by equipping them with the knowledge of the types and contents of
research on southern Thai culture as well as the state of the art about such research and its
production, so as to avoid duplication of research content.  In the present research, the
researcher made a summary of each research report including principal research points and
presented it in the form of book review to provide those interested in research and its
production with information to determine the aims of further research studies.  It was
found in this research study that the research materials on southern Thai culture of all the
five categories laid down by the National Cultural Commission were available at the
Bureau of Academic Services, Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani Campus, to a lesser
degree than at the Library Bureau, Thaksin University, nor were any research materials on
craftsmanship and sports and recreation offered at the Bureau of Academic Services,
Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani Campus.  For reasons of curriculum and
instruction---Prince of Songkhla University, Pattani Campus, did not operate a culture-
related master�s degree program---no research work on culture was undertaken.  Or
another reason could be a lack of aptitude and interest in that direction on the part of those
engaged in research.  At the same time, research materials on literature and language were
found to be dominant at the Bureau of Academic Services, Prince of Songkhla University,
Pattani Campus.
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