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This research was a study of the life and work of Phra Kroo
Pipattanachoat (Tong Techpunyo). The researcher collected data from
written records and through interviewing his relatives and other individuals
concerned, and then presented findings by analytical description. The
findings may be summarized below.

The subject was a development-minded Buddhist monk who played
important roles in the propagation of Buddhism and in community
development. Born on February 8, B.E. 2489 (1946 A.D.) in Khoo Tao Village,
Hatyai District, Songkhla Province, he was brought up by his father and his
sister. At the age of eight, he began his primary schooling in the first grade at
Wat Cholatarnprasit School in Khoo Tao, and stayed through the fourth
grade. In B.E. 2500 (1957 A.D.), he went to live with Mr. Bun and Mrs.
Kem Wongtep (she being his father's sister) and finished primary school
grade seven at Wat Khoo Tao School in Maetom Village, Hatyai District,
Songkhla Province. At 23 he entered monkhood at Wat Na Phra Lan in
NaiMuang Village, Principal District, Nakornsrithammaraj Province, and took
the religious name of “ Techpunyo ”. He took up residence at Wat Utapao
in Khoo Tao Village and in B.E. 2526 (1983 A.D.) he served as teacher of
Buddhist scriptures in the religious department at the school where he
started his primary schooling. In B.E. 2533 (1990 A.D.), he assumed the
abbotship of Wat Don in Khoo Tao Village and six years later was, by royal
command, conferred the clerical rank of Phra Kroo (master-monk)
Pipattanachoat. His contributions to Buddhism and society were numerous
and may be classified into two categories. One was about the promotion
and propagation of Buddhism involving the Buddhist teachings, religious

personages, religious possessions, and religious ceremonies. The other had
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to do with community development, chief among which were the founding of a
life-bank group, the establishment of the Wat Don museum along with local-
custom promotion activities, the construction and development of things of
public benefit, the forming of vocational groups, and the establishment of
the Utapao Canal Conservation Group. From his contributions so widely
beneficial to society, an award of Sau Sema Thammajurk (obelisk of the
Buddhist faith) was bestowed upon him by Her Royal Highness Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn in B.E. 2541 (1998 A.D.) in recognition of his services

in the two aforementioned categories. In the same year, he was cited as

“ ”

one goodly who graces society by the Village Foundation for his
applications of Buddhist teachings as guidelines for solution of community

socio-economic problems.
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