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This study was to develop tests to measure reading readiness for preschool children
under the Nakhonsrithammarat Provincial Office of Primary Education through test-quality
development in terms of content validity, construct validity, difficulty, discriminative power, and
reliability, with norms and test manuals constructed. There were eight tests: the first test on
knowing word meaning, the second test on distinguishing differences and similarities of sounds,
the third test on distinguishing differences and similarities of words, the fourth test on the skill of
writing words by following examples, the fifth test on the ability to remember letters of the
alphabet, the sixth test on discourse comprehension, the seventh test on comprehension of simple
accounts, and the eighth on understanding symbols. The sample, obtained by multi-stage random
sampling, consisted of 400 second-year kindergarteners in the 2002 academic year under the
Nakhonsrithammarat Provincial Office of Primary Education. The method of developing the tests
was the following. The researcher constructed the tests based on the Lee-Clark reading readiness
test, the Harrison-Stroud reading readiness profiles, and the Gate-MacGinite reading readiness
test. The constructed tests were given to four experts to check for content validity and then tried
out three times. At the first and second times, an analysis was carried out to determine values of
difficulty and discriminative power for the tests by high-group/low-group division through 27-
percent technique and simple-formula calculation. At the third time, it was to test for quality in
terms of reliability and construct validity, and to construct norms. The findings of the study are
the following. The content validity of the tests by IOC ranged in value from 0.5 to 1.00.
Construct validity was present for all items, based on correlation-coefficient values between item
scores and total-test scores, with relations being statistically significant at the 0.01 level. The

reliability values ranged from 0.39 to 0.99. And the norms ranged in value from T to T,,.
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