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This research studied information concerning background education of the inmates in
Takuapa District Prison, Phang-nga Province to learn of their education needs in the areas of
general education, vocational education, ethical and moral training, extra-curricular activities, and
suggestions about their needs for educational services.

The research sample subjects were 295 inmates. The data collection instrument was a
46-item rating-scale questionnaire with open-ended questions. The statistic used in the analysis
of the data was the percentage.

The results revealed that:

1. The background information showed that in general the inmates were in the 21-40 age
group and married; had service rendering jobs before the imprisonment; were serving time
because of drug offenses; and serving 2-5 year-term of imprisonment.

2. As a whole, the inmates indicated high percentage of the need for general education.
They also indicated the need for guidance and counseling in various forms. There was a need for
outside resource persons to come in and educate them. In addition, there should be enough
teaching and learning media.

3. As a whole, there was a low-need-for-voeational training, especially regarding the
making of fishing nets but there was a high need for training in the areas of electricity and
electronics.

4. Regarding ethical and moral training, as a whole, the inmates indicated that they would
like to have chaplains come in and talk to them. They also indicated a desire to enter monkshood
after they are released. The religious inmates stated a high need to be ordained after their
imprisonment.

5. Extra-curricula activities mentioned were the need for library improvement; sports
and games; on-line announcement, and exhibition boards.

Suggestions to improve the inmates by offering educational services were as follows.
More modern teaching and learning media should be acquired. There should be vocational
training in more areas and the training should be in such a way that they can actually use once
they are out of the prison. Equipment and supplies needed in the training should be more readily
available. Famous resource persons or monks should be invited to lecture and preach. Finally,

sports and entertain activities should be increased and the library improved.
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