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This research is an analysis of localism in Southern Thai country songs
from 2532 - 2541 B.E. The purpose of the research was to study the localism
which appeared in the contents, styles, and language of the southern Thai country
songs. Atotal of 313 songs composed by 38 southern Thai country song
composers and sang by 34 southern Thai country song singers were studied.
These songs were collected from three sources: song books; transcriptions from
the cassette tapes; and interviews. The data was analyzed and presented using
the descriptive analysis technigue.

The findings revealed that the contents of southern Thai country songs
were centered around three main themes. First, there was the content
concerning news reports and events such as natural disasters, general events in
daily life, politics, and movements involving southern country songs. Second,
there was the content concerning the standards of living such as with local life,
places, careers, and social problems. Third, the content concerning culture such
as food, language, emotions, love, beliefs, traditions, folk entertainment, social
values, and ethics.

With regard to the styles of southern Thai country songs, the composers
used the prosody of standard Thai verses (Thai Karp Klon), folk verses (folk
Karp Klon), and a mixture of verses that were adapted from standard Thai verses and
folk verses.

Finally, in terms of language, the localism appeared apparently in the

use of words and idioms.
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