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IN PARTIAL FULFILIMENT OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE




Abstract

This research is an investigation into the culture which
exhibits in the folktales of the villagers in Tambon Ron Phibul,
Amphoe Ron Phibul, Changwat Nakhon Sithammarat. It is aimed
at collecting the folktales and studying the cultures exhibiting in
them. The informants for the study are the villagers who are 45
years old and over, have lived in the area for a long time, and
speak Southern Thai dialect as their native tongue. The results
of the study reveal that there are 84 folktales collected, which
can be divided into five types: moral tales (30); descriptive tales
(6);. humorous tales (40). tales about beliefs (4); and tales about
place names (4).

The folktales from Tambon Ron Phibul truly reflect the
villagers' culture in different aspects. In term of occupation, the
villagers are engaged in agriculture, rice and fruit farming as
their major occupation. Regarding consumption, they eat rice as
their staple food. They use tools such as plough, long handle
knife, and hoe. As for medical care, people seek a medicine man
when they are sick, and herbs are uséd as medicine. For folk
entertainment, they enjoy Nora, Saba (a kind of bowling), and
children's games. For land transportation, people travel on foot
and vehicles. There are four types of beliefs: 1. holy objects; 2.
soothsayer; 3. occupation; and 4. house construction. Five types
of morality exist in the tales: 1. the concept of Karma; 2. morals
for women; 3. encouragement for diligence; 4. sympathy for the
underprivileged; and 5. following elders' words. There exist

three types of values: 1. gratefulness; 2. admiration of the
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knowledgeable; and 3. concept of happiness in family. There are
three types of customs: 1. marriage; 2. funeral; and 3. young men
entering monkhood.

The folktales of the villagers in Tambon Ron Phibun
contain the valueable culture and the villagers should be
encouraged to appreciate these values. The culture should be

preserved and handed down to the offsprings before it is phased

out through time.
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