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Labor Sharing : The Economic and Socio-Cultural
Relationship of Villagers in the South of Thailand
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Abstract

This research has an objective to study on the forms of mutual helps
in existence in social, economic, and cultural life of rural communities in
southern Thailand. The study had been specifically focused on the
case of labor sharing.

Series of social exchange and social network analysis theories had
been introduced to describe and make analysis of the studied efements
and the selected fields of three communities within Sengkhla province.
Direct observation, participatory interview and discussion, including
distribution of questionnaire had been applied as instrument for an
assembly of data and information needed for analysis.
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The conclusion made from the research states that the existence of
labor sharing has been found through long history of southern communities'
way of life. It is the form of community organization to help and rely on each
other in term of labor supply, as well as to eliminate dependency on iabor
from outside. The output of the research is fruitful to serve future social work
organization, and social value underlying labor sharing action shalt have been
enhanced and revalorized for maintenance of solidarity in community life.

At these days, social exchange has been considered among
numerous issues of interest in Thai society. The concepts of exchange
were used many times as basis to explain learning process among
individuals, collective groups, and community organizations.

It is suggested that further research works following this one
should take into consideration of application of social exchange theories
for studying future related cases to social and resource exchanges
other than that of labor sharing case, e.g. information, knowledge,
and material resource exchanges among people. This kind of academic
work is helpful for explaining behavior, form of social relation, and
value system that exist, and the body of knowledge gained canbe also

applicable to empower community development process.

Keywords : Labor exchange, Network, Popular wisdom, Culture and

Development
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