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Abstract

This research study aimed to investigate the relationship of belief and
ritual in showing respect to spirits of the ancestors of PRC Chinese and
Chinese Thais in Songkhla municipality zone of Sengkhla province. Data
were collect through document analysis and fieldwork which included
interviews, observations and photography. The result of the study was
. presented in descriptive analysis.

The study showed that the belief in showing respect to spirits of the
ancestors of‘PRC Chinese was perpetuated to later generations from the
Neolithic Period. Through this evolution the belief and ritual had gradually
been adjusted until the present time. The belief had three characteristics:
macro level status, stability and adjustment, and perpetuation and
dissemination. Regarding the ritual, it could be observed on two occasions:
ordinary occasion and special occasion, The ritual for ordinary occasion
was a simple respect shewing which consisted of preparation stage and
respect showing stage. The practice was not complicated. It was observed
on the first day and the fifteenth day of the waxing moon of the Chinese lunar
calendar. The ritual for special occasion was organized during particular
Chinese festivals. There were mare things to prepare and it was regarded as
more important. This affected their mind, economy and society. With regard
to belief in showing respect to spirits of the ancestors of Chinese Thais in
Songkhla municipality zone of Songkhla province, it was found that the belief
was perpetuated from ancestors who immigrated from China. it had the
following key characteristics: micro level status, stability, and perpetuation
and adjustment. On the part of ritual, it was practiced on two occasions:
ordinary occasion and special occasion. For ordinary occasion, it was a
simple respect showing in daily life which consisted of preparation stage

and respect showing stage. There was no rule stating if it had to be dene
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every day or on specific day. Thus it was not different from the practice in
the People Republic of China. Regarding the ritual for special occasion, it
was organized at two different places: home and cemetery. At home the
ritual was observed on the Chinese New Year Day. The preparation of things
and the respect showing were more complicated, more strict, and neater
than usual. At the cemetery the ritual was on an annual famity gathering for
respect showing day called Cheng-Meng. Things being offered to the
ancestors’ spirits were placed at the tomb, and then the respect showing
started step by step as set. The belief and the ritual in showing respect to
spirits of the ancestors which had been practicing for centuries greatly
affected their mind, economy, and the society of the Chinese Thais in

Songkhla m'unicipality zone of Songkhla province.
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