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This research investigated beliefs and customs as related to Wat
Phramahathartworamahawiham, Nakhornsrithammarat Province. The researcher
collected field data by utilizing the following methods: interviews, observations, and
photographing. The results were presented using an analytical descriptive method.
The results could be summarized as follows.

The beliefs related to Wat Phramahathartworamahawiharn could be
categorized as follows: beliefs related to Phrabrarommathartjedee which included
beliefs about the Lord Buddha’s relics, about paying respect to the Phrabarommajedi,
about the golden plate of the tip of Phrabarommathartjedee, about the fact that
Phrabarommajedee did not cast shadows, about nails used on Phrabarommathartjedee
(Sungkhwanon nazils), about the four crows, about the Buddhist saints guarding the
four directions, about elephants guarding Phrabarommathartjedee , about the figures
at the stairs of Phrabarommajedee, and about the pagoda for keeping the remaining
bones. Beliefs about the holy icons concerned Phra Panya, Phra Puey, Phra Ad, Phra
Arivamatetrai, Phra Nang Hemchala Image, Phra Tontakimarn Image, King
Srithammasokkaraj, and Phra Boonmark. Beliefs rélated to other religious objects
werz about the Lord Buddha’s Footprint reproduction, about the Holy Bodhi Tree, and
about the Stupa containing King Taksin Maharaj’s remaining bones. As for the
traditions or customs related to Wat Phramahathartworamahawiharn, three categories
were discovered: Chanting Dan prayers, Carrying robes up the Phramahathart, and
Incense sticks and Candles giving. Each tradition or custom had a specific and
distinctive date, time, history, purpose, stages of practice and values.

These beliefs and customs had merits in social relationships as well as in other

ethical values such as reverence, harmony and gratitude.
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