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This study investipated and compared the levels of the needs for
personnel development in private schools under the Office of General
-Education in Songkhla according to these variables: educational background
and school size. The study also presented suggestions concerning the needs
for personnel development in private schools.

The research sample subjects were 293 private school teachers who
were teaching in the year 1998. The data collection instrument was a 30-item
rating-scale questionnaire with open-ended questions. The statistics utilized
in the analysis of the data were percentage, mean, and standard deviation.
The t-test and F-test were used to test the hypotheses.

The research results revealed that:

1. The needs for personnel development in private schools as a whole
and for individual components;were moderate.

2.There were no significant differences between the teachers who
differed in educational background in their overall needs for personnel
development and in ‘the components of self-development, and personnel
development through administrative process. However, there was a
significant difference at the .05 level in the compenents of training, providing
personnel with opportunities for further swmdy, training or site visits for
academic purposes. The teachers who had bachelor’s degrees or higher
stated higher needs for personnel development than those who had lower than
bachelor’s degrees.

3. There was a significant difference at the .05 level between the
teachers who worked in schools of different sizes in their overall needs -for

personnel development and in the components of training, self-development,
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and personnel development through administrative process. The teachers in
large schools had higher needs than those who worked in medium-sized
schools.

These were suggestions relating to the needs for personnel
development. Personnel should be encouraged to participate in training that is
relevant to their work.  Teachers should be provided training in the art of
teaching and learning in their specific fields. Teachers should continuously
seek more knowledge to develop themselves and they should assigned work
that they are qualified to do. Teachers should be encouraged to exchange
information and knowledge with other schools. Training and seminars should
be offered often and continuously and only to qualified teachers. Teachers
who had been newly trained and acquired new knowledge should transfer
what they gained to other teachers so that all teachers could improve their
work. [n addition, there should be perscnality training for teachers and the

teachers should be encouraged to participate in work performance.
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