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o This research study investigated cultures concerning basic living factors of
Chaw Lae (The sea gypsies) in Koh Lee Peh, Tambon Koh Sarai, Amphoe
Muangsatun, Changwat Satun. The researcher collected data through documentary
study and field work by means of interviews, Observations and photograph

taking. The study was presented in analytical description and the results were

summarised as follows;

Chaw Lae in Koh Lee Peh lived their lives through the following
cultures. Firstly, Food culture included food searching, types of food and food
preparation, eating habit, food keeping and preservation. The majority of Chaw
Lae in Koh Lee Peh performed their major career in fishing following their
ancesters. Thus their main food was the sea food. For the eating habit, they
ate with their hands and strong - flavoured food like hot and spicy curry was
traditionally popular whereas desserts were not their preference. Three meals

8 were provided each day and when there was some food left, it would be kept
in a synthetic - foam box in which ice was used to help protect its freshness.
Dried salted fish was the principal form of food preservation. Secondly, habitat
culture included habitat building, its design and decoration, and living pattern.
Most of the Chaw Lea’s huts were high " lifted - floor huts supported by wooden
posts whereas a few were built and attached to the ground. Wood for hut
building was obtainable on the island where they lived. Normally in a hut there
was one big room and a kitchen but there were a few huts with kitchens
built outside. Toilets were mostly detatched. Thatches, zinc tiles, clay or cement
tiles were applied to make roofs depending on statuses of the owners of the
huts. Thirdly, cloth and dressing culture included types and characteristics of
clothings, ways of dressing and clothings care. In every - day life men wore

Chaw Lae loose pants while adult women put on Sa - rongs. Neither of them

put on shirts or blouses. Young women might wear Sa-rongs or loose pants
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with blouses and slippers. Children normally wore shorts and shirts or blouses
but no slippers. For special occasions both men and women would get dressed
more neatly. Lastly, medical care culture included medicine treatment, black
magic treatment and the medicine - black magic combination treatment. In the
past herbs were used in medical care in the Chaw Lae community by local

traditional doctors called “Toh Mor”, At present medicine treatment was widely

introduced and health care was increasingly recognised.
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