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The Use of Shepherd’s Spelling Ruies to Improve the Spelling Ability of
English Major Students Taking Course 0115241 Basic Writing,
Academic Year 2009 Thaksin University
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Abstract

The purposes of this research was to study the spelling capability
of students in Basic Writing class. The subjects were &7 students registered
for 0115241 Basic Writing in the first semester of the academic year 2009,
Thaksin University.

The study procedure was
1. the researcher gave the pre-test to all students in the classes.
2. the researcher gave each student a handout about 3 spelling
rules of James F. Shepherd (1955)
3. the researcher gave the post-test to all students.

The findings of the study are as follows :
1. 8.95% students had better scores in pre-test than post-test.
2. 83.58% students had better scores in post-test than pre-test.

3. 7.46% students had equal scores in both pre and post-test.

The result of the study showed that most of the students had better
scores in post-test, which is 83.58 %. It means they had improved their
spelling ability after they had repeatedly written the words. In summary,
they could spell the words correctly, quickly and accurately after they
had learned Shepherd's spelling rules and practiced writing the words
repeatedly.
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Spelling Rules

Rule 1. : Try to remember these rules :

chief before e
except after ¢
or when sounded like a

as in neighbor and weigh

[
ar

(nptausndla éle o lummdanee Al chief usy e avaznesiy ie wne

wuen believe)
Learn to spell by copying the word.

words using ie

niece

believe

achieve

chief
field
yield

grief
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words using el when it is after ¢
1] : A‘ 2 a ",
(Wl Waduduiie ¢ xdznaday el

ceiling

receive

deceive

perceive

conceit

conceive

1.3. spell ei when the word sounded as fa/ as in weigh /wa/,
(themimaaniBeaiiu /a/ THdew ei 1w

heighbor

eight

weigh

freight

rein

vell

reign

Remember that : there are exceptions for the spelling rules
and they (the exceptions) must be learned.

(themednlin npmsaznas axifiaemiiuene uarifednsoudioundumdinyg




Rule 2. final e

The words ending in silent (unpronounced) e :

When a word ends in silent e,
drop the e before adding an ending.
or suffix that begins with a vowel,

but retain the e when you join a suffix that begins with a consonant.

o ! ] =l - a A -~ " ’é’ &£
Flaasinedng e flseandies Taeinfinsdin e san Walin suffix Pausuehem)
example : copy
love + -able = lovable

L] 1 d' |4 - N ﬂ‘z 2 p 3 P -2 [ s L3 -
(#i711 love \Hasisadin suffix firmawsiuds: fa - able #oiaeadIvzag
e oonh)

ride + -ing =  riding
excite + - ing = exciting
come + -ing = coming
guide + -ance =  guidance

rule 3 : final y

when a word ends in y. when joining a suffix
change the y to i
but do not change it if you join the suffix - ing
or if the y is preceded by a vowel

(Jadlaawhedne v Wada suffix dosuBew y diu chief i)

D“ISEWSBL/!UUFTIQQSﬁJEUFDamS
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copy

study + - ed = studied
happy + - ness = happiness
envy + -0uUs =  envious
mercy + - ful = merciful

(uethdtaadin suffix f - ing ludoanRengd Hwnsgudadia e
study + ing - studying mmznaaess y W chief auths studiing
4 ' o Al a w — - v oA % o
#aligndioammeiirnmndmauRasduaulasyinifisenadag i)
tobby + -ing lobbying
pity + =ing pitying
12 ]
(usithdniu y imthenessy ldoadBaug  wu

destroy+ -ed = destroyed
(i destroy vif1 y @ie o dadusss ﬁd‘laiﬁma.ﬂ?iau;sﬂ‘l@ )




Pre Test
ID Number

Choose the following words which are spelt correctly.

-ie or -el

1. a. recieve b. vein

2. a. nieghbor b. believe

3. a. grief b. yeild

4. a. weild b. achieve

5. a. freight b. neice
final ¢

6. a. surely b. chief

7. a. hatful b. rarely

8. a. entirely b. pleaseure

9. a. guideance b. location

10.2. likeness b. comeing
final y

11.a. plentiful b. modityer

12.a. likelihcod b. envyious

13.a. icey k. angrily

14.a. ninty b. extremely
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ID Number

Pre Test

Choose the following words which are spelt correctly.

final ¢

final y

-ie or -ef

13.a.

14.4
15.2

16.a

a
a
3. a
a
a
a

. freight

greif
niece
audience
weild
cheif

. coming
hatful
famous
likness
surely
pleasure

plentyiful

. likelyhood

. angrily
. happiness
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c o o oTCoo

oo og

vien
hygiene
beleive
acheive
review

receive

rarly
extremely
tideal
excitement
combineation

locatetion

ninety
modifier
extremly

envyious




