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A Study of Dyestuff Production for Cloth and Yarn Dyeing
by Villagers in Songkhla Province
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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the types of plants
which produce dyestuff, dyestuff extraction, cloth and yarn dyeing
procedures, mordant and values of production and use of locally made
dyestuff of villager in Songkhla Province.

The findings of the study were as a followed. The dyeing of cloth
used natural raw materials such Khilek leaves vielding yellowish green
color, Mango leaves yielding greenish vellow, Mapood leaves yielding
yellow, Hoo Kwang leaves yielding yellowish green, Khoora leaves
yielding black, and parts of toddy palm trunks such as fruits, leaves
and flower petals yielding orange-pirk and coconut skin yielding
orange-brown. Boiling is a common technigue for dyeing. Dyestuff
from plants gives darker or lighter color shades, depending on the cloth
or yarmn boiled with dyestuff and soaked with mordant.  Calcium hydroxide
as a mordant gives a darker color shade. Potassium alum gives a brighter
color shade. Rust oxidation and calcium hydroxide cause the color to
change to various colors depending on types of dye plants.

Indigo plants are grown in the area of the Suan Si Thammachat
Cloth Dyeing Group. Cloth and yarn dyed with indigo plants have fast
color effect. At Krasaesin Weaving Group, yarn dyed with natural dyestuff
is woven into Phaa Yok Dok {a type of cloth) with different motifs.

SEANSULLEMERSTANMANS

Ve gral='= gialtial!



Products made by the two groups include garments and bags of
different sizes and styles.

Values derived from dyeing cloth and yarn from natural dyestuft
include utilities, environmental conservation and health consciousness.
Clothes made from natural dyestuff show beautiful soft colors and
beautiful designed products, showing harmony in color and uniqueness.
Natural color provides also values in terms of folk wisdom and
socio-culttural maintenance.
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