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TANGES OF KHONG UTAPAO (U
CT, SONGKHLA PROVINCE




This research studied the changes of Khlong Utapao in Hat Yai
District, Songkhla Province, examining the factors that caused the changes
of Khlong Utapao; the conditions of the changes; and their impacts on the
community. The study restricted the areas of study, incorporating only
the areas that shared certain boundaries with the two banks of Utapao:
Tambon Khorhong, Tambon Ban Pru, Tambon Patong, Tambon Khlong
Utapao, Tambon Khlong Hae, Tambon Khoo Tao, Tambon Khuan Lung,
Tambon Hat Yai, and Hat Yai Municipality, involving 30 villages. The
researcher gathered data from documents, interviews, observation, and
photographs. The results were presented in a deseriptive analysis method.
The research results could be summarized as follows:

The factors causing the changes could be divided into two
categories. The first category is mnatural factors which included
geographical environment, climate condition, and soil and vegetation.
The second -category, societal and cultural factors, included the
construction of people’s houses and business construction according to the
government’s policy, and lack of care and up-keep by the villagers.
Concerning the conditions of the changes, there were changes in the
physical aspect of the canal and changes in the ways the canal was used.
The main reasons for the changes were the dumping of garbage and the
draining of waste and sewage into the canal which results in the change of
water quality. Finally, the impacts of the changes on the communities in
Hat Yai District, Songkhla Province were in the economical, societal and

cultural, and health and sanitation aspects of the people’s lives.
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