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Abstract

Thesis Title: A Study of Tradition of Gathering for Rice Growing of Farmers in
Rattaphoom District, Songkhla Province

Author: Mrs. Khwanhathai Jitphithak

Advisors: Assoc, Prof. Dr. Pramarn Thepsongkhroh
Assist. Prof. Dr. Chuleerat Khongrueng

Degree Program: Master of Art in Thai Studies

Academic Year: 2010

The objective of this qualitative research was to study the tradition of gathering for rice
growing of farmers in Rattaphoom District, Songkhla Province. The data were collected from
documentary sources, interviews and observations. The findings of the study were presented with
the descriptive analysis and illustration technique. The three major notions of the tradition of
gathering for rice growing: background and traditional practices, traditional value and traditional
transformation reveal the following.

1. Background and traditional practices

The tradition of gathering for rice growing of the farmers in Rattaphoom District has a
long history but it cannot be traced to its time of origin. In the former times farmers would invite
friends and neighbors to work together to finish rice planting. This practice has been so common
in the farming communities, particularly during the rice growing and harvesting season. The host
would prepare food for those participate in the communal work, where participants help each
others. At each gathering, work would be done until it is finished.

Opportunities for the tradition of gathering arise when the farming family needs labor
assistance in plowing, replanting, harvesting, carrying and threshing rice but the most commonly
practiced is the invitation for replanting, harvesting, carrying, soil preparing and plowing,
respectively. The procedure for the traditional practices covers three stages: before the informing
of the gathering, informing of the gathering and after the gathering. Before informing of the
gathering, the hosts have to prepare the rice field, to extend the invitation and to prepare tools and

the food for participants. In informing of the gathering, the host performs the plowing rice,



the practice of informing the gathering, and a break for the feast. Finally, after the gathering, the
host will thank participant for their assistance.
2. Traditional value

The tradition of gathering for rice growing has a social and cultural and economic
value. It provides benefits for families or relatives, community relations, ethical promotion,
spiritual enhancement and intensification of belief. Economic values for the gathering are reflected
in reducing cost of rice cultivation and time saving.

3. Traditional transformation can be categorized into two issues

3.1 At present the practice of gathering for growing rice has changed and is practiced
on a small scale. This is due to the fact that people tend to spend money rather than labour
exchange. In addition, the market serves as the center for the exchange and the people are also
engaged in other occupations, thus, they have enough money to hire labour. The traditional
transformation is the substitution of human or animal labor with machinery. The change of method
of rice cultivation from replanting to sowing of rice seeds also contributes to the change. The use
of single rice stock makes the harvest period occurs at the same time, thus, making it necessary to
hire the labour for the harvest.

3.2 Factors contribute the transformation of the tradition include the change from
human and animal labour to machinery, the change from the method of replanting to sowing, and
the focus on materialism. These make the tradition of gathering for rice growing less important,
reducing the frequent of practice to the point of almost extinction. Furthermore, the cost of rice
production becomes high and farmers turn to rubber and oil palm cultivation, a factor which causes

the tradition of gathering for rice growing less significant.
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