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Abstract

This study is aimed at the problems arising from bioresource industry in two provinces in Southern
Thailand, namely, Songkhla and Pattalung, during 2000. Initially, it was found that this industry has a
major proportion up to 62% among overall industries. Up to 419 of the bioresource industry is rice mill
industry. Some industries have caused environmental problems in two provinces, namely, seafood processing
industry and rubber latex industry. The preliminary investigation of the effluents discharged from their
wastewater treatment plants was conducted from 3 factories, i.e. Seafood canning (Factory A1), Seafood
processing (Factory B1) and Rubber latex processing (Factory C1). It was found that the Biochemical
Oxygen Demand (BOD) from their discharges was still below the limit of the governmental guidelines.
However, the nutrient levels (both Nitrogen and Phosphorus) in their effluents were remarkably high in
three factories. It was very obvious that high nutrient levels wastewater can cause eutrophication problems
in the natural receiving waterways which mean the overgrowth of aquatic plants and scaweed are occurring.
In addition, bacteriological quality results of these three factories were also found in high levels of faecal
indicating bacteria, namely coliform bacteria especially from Factory A1. The survey of the incidence of
operational problems in 5 Activated sludge treatment plants from the bioresource industry was also
conducted in Songkhla province. These factories were all seafood industries. It was found that Factories
B2 and E were encountering the sludge bulking and foaming problems, which effected the quality of their
effluents. The identification of filamentous bacteria in the activated sludge were found in a majority of
Norcardia spp and Microthrix parvicella which mostly cause the bulking and foaming problems.
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