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Abstract

This article is to present the research findings of 'Thai People
in Kedah : A study of Thai's existence in history (1509-2007). The purpose
of the research aims to construct the knowledge and understanding
on the role and status of Thai people in Kedah during 1909-2007.
When Kedah became a British colonial until the establishment of
the independent Federation of Malaya

The studies found that role and stalus of the Thais very
depended on historical changes and Political context in Kedah and
Malay Peninsular. Nowadays. Thais in Kedah became Malaysian citizens.
As a minority group. Thais in Kedah are inequivalent to the Malays.
As well as in economic sector Thai people take no leading part in
contrary to the Chinese. However, as the local resident who lived in
Kedah for a long time .Thais in kedah are recognised as Bumiputeras.
Rights and welfare available for Thais is regarded as inferior to only
local Malays. Thai can express its social and cultural identity. Therefore,
Thai people in Kedah as a minority group. apparently maintains its

identity amidst plural society of Malaysia.

Keywords : Thai people in Kedah. Malaysian Siamese
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