LNAFNTWALLASaNYNSEN IR : LLﬁaamumgéwﬁuslu
1|52 NANbALTY

Gender and Migration Networks: Nayu migrant workers in Malaysia1
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Abstract

Gender is critical in shaping migration. Drawing up examples
based o fieldwork of Nayu workers to work in Tom Yam Restaurants
in Malaysia. This paper examines how gender relations influence and
s influenced by migration networks. It argues that within migration
networks there are differences between men and women interms of
position in the networks. and their access to networks on the basis
of sexual difference. This study found that men and women are

likely 1o access the different forms of networks when they first migrant.

|
Meii are offered help for the first time through their multiple social ties.
In contrast. almost all women receive help from strong ties contacts
and close ties in Thailand. Although women make their own decision 1o
migrate, permission is needed from the women's parents first. Normally.
parents allow them (o migrate only with the strong or close ties with
whom they have a high level of trust. Young women are more dependent
on gender-based migration networks than their male counterparts. Moving
within Malaysia. female migrant workers do not move within Malaysia

as frequently as male workers from their increasing networks in Malaysia.

Keywords : Migration network. gender, Thai migrant worker. labour

migration, Malaysia
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