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       This  research  was  a  study  of  the  roles  of  Provincial  Islamic Committees  in

the southern border provinces.  The researcher aimed to concentrate on two points:

roles  concerning  the Masjid and Masjid committee and those relating to general

affairs  governed  by Islamic principles. The researcher collected field data by means

of  interview, observation, and  photographic  illustration, and  then  presented

research findings by analytical description.  The findings may be summarized as

below.

       The Provincial Islamic Committees of the southern border provinces---Pattani,

Yala, Narathiwat, Satoon, and Songkhla---assumed the roles as provided for by the

Act of  Islamic  Organization  Administration of B.E. 2540 (1997 A.D.), whose

Article 26  spelled  out  the  authorities  of  the  committees.  With respect to the

Masjid and its committee, the Provincial Islamic Committee had five distinctive roles:

supervision and review of the Masjid committee6s performance, reconciliation or

arbitration of complaints registered by Masjid devotees, supervision of the selection

and appointment of Masjid committee members, deliberation on matters pertaining to

the establishment of a Masjid, and appointment of persons to act for an Imam, Koteb,

and Bilan when such a position became vacated.  Concerning general affairs adherent

to Islamic principles, four distinctive roles applied to the Provincial Islamic

Committee: advising  and giving  viewpoints on Islam to the provincial governor,

certification of a marriage and a divorce in conformance with the precepts of Islam,

reconciliation of conflicts  about family and inheritance matters upon request, and

announcement and  certification  involving  Islamic affairs  in  the  province.
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