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ABSTRACT

This research was an analysis of the social and cultural reflections as found in
documents and legends about the Great Buddha-Relic Pagoda of Nakornsrithammarat
focusing on four aspects of social reflections : population, economy, politics and
government, and health, and on four aspects of cultural reflections : custom, belief, art
work, and language. Four volumes of documents and legends about the Pagoda were
analyzed, and the research findings were presented by means of descriptive analysis,
which may be summarized as follows.

In terms of social reflections, the literature yielded complete and profound
reflections. Concerning population, mention was made of gender, age, marital status,
education, nationality, religion, language, and migration. Regarding economy,
mention was made of means of livelihood involving agriculture and social service, and
of exchange and consumption as basic components of economy. For politics and
government, mention was made of absolute monarchy as system of government, of
system of nobility, and of relations with cities and towns. About health, problems of
epidemics and occult forms of treatment were mentioned.

There were these following cultural reflections. Lift-cycle and year-round
customs were mentioned. The beliefs mentioned involved merit and deed, hell and
heaven, incantation, auspicious moment, premonition, and dream. With reference to art
work, mention was made of architecture, sculpture, music, and dance. Concerning
language, mention was made of the use of southern Thai vocabulary, the use of
straight duplicate words, and the use of internal rhyme. It may be concluded that
documents and legends about the Pagoda were of immense value socially, culturally,
and belletristically, and worthy of conservation as continuing cultural heritage.
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