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This research aimed to study levels of meritorious and ethical behaviors,
compare these behaviors in terms of the variables of gender, family condition,
guardian’s occupation, and class standing, and to study suggestions on ways to
cultivate meritorious and ethical behaviors for vocational college students, Songkhla
Province.

The sample of this research consisted of 346 students out of a population of
3,471. The data-gathering instrument was a 36-item rating-scale-of-five questionnaire.
The statistics for data analysis were percentage, mean, and standard deviation, with
t-test for hypothesis testing.

The research findings were as follows.

1. The said behaviors were as a whole at a moderate level. When individual
aspects were considered, discipline, sense of responsibility, sacrifice, and
courteousness were at a high level, while honesty and perseverance were at a moderate
level.

2. Comparatively by the variables of gender, family condition, guardian’s
occupation, and class standing, the said behaviors were as follows.

2.1 By gender, the said behaviors as a whole and in the aspects of
discipline, sense of responsibility, honesty, sacrifice, and courteousness differed at the
.001 level of statistical significance. As a whole, female students had a higher level of
the said behaviors than their male counterparts. As for perseverance, male students
had a higher level of behavior than female ones at the .05 level of statistical significance.

2.2 By family condition, the said behaviors differed as a whole and in the
aspect of perseverance at the .05 level of statistical significance. The students who
lived with their parents were higher in the said behaviors than the students who lived
with their fathers or mothers or with other people. No difference was found in the other
components.

2.3 By guardian’s occupation, the said behaviors differed as a whole and
in the aspects of sacrifice and of perseverance at the .001 level of statistical

significance, and in the aspect of honesty at the .05 level of statistical significance, with
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the guardians who were hired for specific jobs being higher on those behaviors than
those who were entrepreneurs. Discipline, sense of responsibility, and courteousness
showed no difference.
2.4 By class standing, the said behaviors did not differ as a whole or in
individual aspects.
3. The suggestions of ways of cultivation of the said behaviors for the group
of students referred to may be summarized as follows. Measures should be instituted
for cultivation of merit and ethics focusing on sense of responsibility, sacrifice, and

perseverance, and on activities that stress student participation joint practice.
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