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Abstract

This research investigated the belief regarding orthopedic
treatment as practiced by traditional doctors in Changwat Satul.
It was aimed at collecting and classifying the beliefs about the
causes ana the treatment of bone diseases. The study also
compared those ©beliefs held by the Buddhist and Muslim
traditional doctors in Satul. The area under study was confined
to 5 Amphoe and 1 King Amphoe of Changwat Satul. The study
focused on the beliefs of Buddhist and Muslim traditional doctors
about the orthopedic treatment, the causes of the ailments, the
concentration, the incantation, the invocation of holy water, the
application of ointment, the cast, and the use of herbal medicine.
Data for the study was collected from document and human sources.
The tocls used in data collecting included a tape recorder and a
camera. The traditional doctors who were at least 40 years old,
introduced to the researcher by the courtesy of Tambon physicians,
Kamnan, villager headmen, and resource persons, were intervieweg.
Photographs concerning the practice of orthopedic treatment were
also taken.

The results of the study revealed the following:

1. There were 35 Buddhist and Muslim traditional doctors
who were at least 40 years old practicing orthopedic tratment in
Satul.

2. The causes of bone ailment included the power of man’s
black magic and supernatural beings befalling the patient

because the patient breached the fobidden regulations.
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3. The beliefs of the Buddhist traditional doctors about
the orthopedic treatment and those of their Muslim counterparts
greatly differed. Only a small point in the belief was similar.
There were five methods in orthopedic treatment. The differences
lied in the procedures: prior to the treatment, during the
treatment, and after the treatment. The rituals in each stage of

the treatment also differed.
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