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Abstract

The researcher focused this research on a study of the promotion of ethics in
the private educational institutions in Hatyai District, Songkhla Province, with reference
to preaching contents for students before the flag pole, hints of ethics, organization of
ethical activities, and provision of ethical environment. The data involved were gathered
from field documents, interviews, observations, and illustrations, and then the findings of
the study were reported in the form of descriptive analysis. The research findings may
be summarized as follows.

The promotion of ethics in the private educational institutions covered the
following topics. Direct preaching of ethics involved preaching before the flag pole with
such contents as adherence to order and discipline, sense of responsibility, honesty,
frugality, gratitude, and sacrifice. The preaching took about five to ten minutes daily.
The topics of preaching were assigned by the school to the teachers in charge, such as
teachers on duty in charge of welfare, section heads, and administrators. There were
prayers before the flag pole and weekend prayers. The prayers before the flag pole
were brief, paying homage to the Triple Gem with translation given as well as uttering
words of mercy to all. The weekend prayers paid homage to the Triple Gem, and to the
good of the Dhamma and the monk society. They also covered the manners of request
for the granting of the five precepts and the substance of the Dhamma, Pali, the
chanting of Sarabhanya in Thai, and the proclamation of adherence to the Buddhist
faith. The practice of meditation was carried out either before the flag pole or before
taking lessons in various subjects. Manner training ranged over manners of proper
dressing, conversation, display of respect for seniors, wai-ing or joining palms together
at face level in gesture of respect, and eating.

Activities organized for ethics involved paying homage to and praising heroes
and important personages, helping others, and forming various groups or groups for
ethics, setting up projects on important days or appropriate occasions, and urging

students to take part in contests of ethics and in activities for prevention of addictives



and vices. The handling of the environment concerned the display of signs to promote
ethics and the setting aside of a room for ethics in the schools, the promotion of
cleanliness within the schools, the making of symbols for spiritual anchoring, and the

cultivation of vegetation.
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