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This study investigated teacher’'s levels of opinions and compared their
opinions regarding the mainstreaming of special students in primary schools under the
Office of Srisakate Provincial Primary Education, according to the variables of teaching
experience and in-service training experiences. Suggestions for the provision of
mainstreaming practice were compiled and presented.

The research sample subjects were 344 primary school teachers. The data
collection instrument was a 45-item rating-scale questionnaire with open-ended
questions. The statistics utilized in the analysis of the data were mean, percentage,
and standard deviation. The t-test t was used to test the hypotheses.

The findings were as follows:

1. The levels of opinions regarding streaming of special students as a whole
and in the individual components were high.

2. There were no statistically significant differences between the teachers
who differed in teaching experiences in their opinions regarding mainstreaming as a
whole or in the individual components.

3. There were no statistically significant differences between the teachers
who differed in in-service training experiences in their opinions regarding
mainstreaming as a whole or in the individual components.

The suggestions regarding the provision of mainstreaming gathered from the
teachers were as follows. Teachers should be afforded opportunities to acquire more
knowledge about special children. There should be regular training projects. Teachers
teaching special education should be paid appropriately. Buildings and ground
should be made accessible to special children either by way of renovation or
constructing new buildings. The needed equipment and supplies including teaching
materials must be especially acquired and classified for special children. The
curriculum used should be suitable for each child and special children should be
taught in special groups according to their handicapping conditions. The evaluation
and testing of special children should be separated from regular children but if that is

not possible at least different criteria should be used.
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